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Project Title:
Review date:

	Relation to scoring decision
	Category
	Scoring Decision

	Proposals should clearly identify alignment with a priority area.
	Relevance to COLEARN priority areas
COLEARN supports projects involving Tribal Nations, farmers, and landowners that align with “agricultural conservation practices; environmental monitoring; climate adaptation planning; food systems/sovereignty; policy and advocacy.”

Strengths:

Opportunities:

	High: strong alignment with priorities within four-state region.

	
	
	Medium: some alignment with priorities but less well justified.

	
	
	Low: minimal or no alignment.

	Proposals should describe and define how their project will contribute to weather-related, social, and/or community-level resilience.
	Contribution to Community Resilience
Applicants must describe “how this project improves weather resilience… creates new partnerships, and/or expands knowledge and awareness.”

Strengths:


Opportunities:

	High: clear, compelling explanation of resilience benefits; includes both social and environmental outcomes.

	
	
	Medium: resilience is generally described but lacks specifics.

	
	
	Low: no meaningful connection to resilience.

	Developing partnerships is a core COLEARN goal, we can also work with you to identify new partners for your projects.
	Strength and Inclusiveness of Partnerships
Projects that “foster new partnerships will be prioritized,” and applicants must list partners and provide a quote of support.

Strengths:


Opportunities:
	High: Strong mix of partners (e.g., Tribal communities, farmers, landowners); includes new collaborations; partner quote is meaningful.

	
	
	Medium: Partnerships exist, but established or ongoing.

	
	
	Low: no partners or missing statement of support.


	The project design and goals should be clearly articulated; we also realize that specific activities may evolve based on feedback and new partner engagement.
	Project Design, Goals, and Feasibility
Applicants must describe “goals, expected outcomes, and contributions to adaptation/resilience,” with 200–750 words depending on funding level.

Strengths:



Opportunities:

	High: Clear goals, strong outcomes, well‑structured activities; feasible within timeline and budget; strong connection to resilience.

	
	
	Medium: Adequate project design, but with some gaps in feasibility or description.

	
	
	Low: unclear, unrealistic, or incomplete description.

	Consider how the COLEARN team of researchers could support your efforts (e.g., evaluation, providing content for a workshop, technical assistance, etc)
	Partnership with COLEARN
Applicants must describe “how this project is, or could be, connected to a partnership between your group and COLEARN.”

Strengths:


Opportunities:


	High: Strong existing partnership or well‑defined new collaboration; clear communication history.

	
	
	Medium: some connection to COLEARN but lacks detail.

	
	
	Low: no mention of COLEARN partnership.

	
	Timeline Quality and Realism
Whether the timeline is complete, realistic, and follows required rules.
	Acceptable

Requires revision

	
	Budget Quality, Allowability, and Justification
Whether the budget is allowable under NOAA rules and well justified.
	Acceptable

Requires revision



